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Flute, Recorder, Harp, Guitar, Violin, Viola, Cello, and Bass Graduation
SAM is delighted to announce that for the sixth year we will be returning to Orchestra Hall 
in Minneapolis. The Director of Education for the Minnesota Orchestra, James Bartsch, and 
his staff have been terrific to work with and we look forw ard to another exciting year. The 
flute, recorder, harp, guitar, violin, viola, cello, and bass Statewide Graduation Recitals 
will be Saturday, March 8, 2008.

Orchestra Hall

Suzuki Piano Teachers Guild

Acknowledgments

Piano Graduation
The Suzuki Association of Minnesota is pleased to offer the 2008 Minnesota Statewide 
Graduation Recitals for Piano in conjunction with the Suzuki Piano Teachers Guild in Jean 
dÕArc Auditorium and the Recital Hall at the College of St. Catherine, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
on Saturday, March 15, 2008.

We are very grateful to the Suzuki Piano Teachers Guild for their willingness to share their 
recitals with our graduates.
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THE GRADUATION PROCESS

Dr. Suzuki has had a graduation system in Japan for many years. The Suzuki Association of 
Minnesota has followed Dr. SuzukiÕs philosophy for graduation since 1995.

The purpose of graduation is: 

¥ To continue to raise standards for students and teachers

¥ To provide incentive for polish and review of literature

¥ To provide a means of recognition for students who have achieved certain goals

The Suzuki Association of Minnesota (SAM) is a chapter affiliate of the Suzuki Association 
of the Americas (SAA). Teachers must be members of SAM as well as SAA in order for their 
students to be eligible to participate in graduation. Membership forms for both associations 
are available on their respective websites. (SAM: www.suzukiminnesota.org; SAA: www.
suzukiassociation.org)

We hope every SAM teacher in the state of Minnesota will encourage and invite their eli-
gible students to participate in this fine performance opportunity. 

Graduation participants

In general practice a student planning to graduate is currently studying one book level 
beyond the graduation level. 

An invitation to participate in graduation is extended when the teacher feels the student 
has reached the point of (graduation) readiness. The graduation piece to be performed in 
the graduation recital is one the student is ready to play with ease, accuracy and assur-
ance. It has been thoroughly learned and reviewed so the technical skills needed for 
musical expression have matured and are instantly available under the fingers. 

Student preparation

Graduation piece recording

Teachers record the graduation piece at their studio. Recordings will be listened to and 
commented on by a SAM teacher. 

To ensure performance consistency, each graduation or recital piece should be prepared 
and taped with these guidelines in mind: 

¥ Appropriate tempo
¥ Good intonation
¥ Clean articulation
¥ Beautiful tone
¥ Dynamic contrast
¥ Sense of style and musicality appropriate to the piece
¥ Ease of performance
¥ Good balance between left and right hands (harp and piano)

Each recording must be made on a new cassette tape or CD. It must be submitted in a 
plastic case. USED TAPES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

SAM Graduation purpose
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Student information must be printed on a label or written on the long spine of the case for 
tapes. For CDs, the student information must be written in permanent marker on the CD 
and on a label affixed to the top side of the CD case. A label example follows:

When the teacher has recorded all of their graduates: 

¥ Put the tapes or CDs in alphabetical order by last name in a box  
(or padded envelope).

¥ Mail the recordings with a copy of the Student Registration Summary to the 
appropriate Tape/CD Coordinator postmarked on or by January 31, 2008. (See 
address information on the cover of the Information Package.)

Specific requirements and guidelines for Upper Level Graduates are stated in the 
Graduation Requirements section beginning on page 13. Although all piano graduates are 
soloists, these guidelines will be applicable only to piano Book 6 and 7.

Upper Level video recordings are submitted along with the Upper Level Graduate Student 
Registration form to Paul Leutgeb postmarked on or by January 19, 2008, for evaluation by 
the Graduation Committee. (See address on cover.)

St udent f irst and last names Age Inst rument

Level # Teacher name 

Upper Level Recordings

Please read very carefully
Teachers fill out and submit both a Teacher Registration form (page 7) and a Student 
Registration Summary (See pages 9, 11, 12)

Graduation fees are $30 for one instrument and one level. For additional levels of the 
same instrument the fee is $10. For an additional (different) instrument, the fee is $30.

Please indicate what jobs for which you are willing to volunteer. Volunteering for gradu-
ation is the most important contribution to the eventÕs success. If the teacher cannot be 
present at the graduation recital a substitute must be designated and his or her informa-
tion needs to be included on the form.

Graduation Registration and Fees

The teacher makes three copies of the Student Registration Summary form and does 
the following: 

¥ Copy #1 is sent to Paul Leutgeb along with the Teacher Registration form and 
ONE check for total fees due which includes soloist fees. 

¥ Copy #2 is sent along with the tapes/CDs to the Tape/CD Coordinator.
¥ Copy #3 is for your records.

Orchestra Hall Upper Level Graduates and Piano graduates from Books 6 and 7 sub-
mit a Video Registration form and send it in with the video.

For due dates and addresses please see this booklet’s cover.
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Graduation Day (Teachers)

¥ Schedule the day to be with your students and volunteer to help.

¥ Pick up your registration packet at the teacher table in the lobby and wear your  
name tag.

¥ Return the comment forms and tapes/CDs to the teacher bags in the lobby. 

¥ After each performance you will hand out y our studentsÕ trophies in the 
lobby. Pick up your studentsÕ unclaimed trophies and take them with you. 

¥ Pick up your bag in the lobby at the end of the event. It should 
contain your studentsÕ tapes, comment forms and certificates. 

¥ If you cannot attend the Graduation Recital, you must designate a substitute.  
Review the above with your substitute. They will do all of the above if you 
cannot attend or have to leave before the end of the event. (There is a $25.00 
packing and mailing fee for any bags or trophies left at Graduation.)

Teacher responsibilities

Recital Leaders’ and Assistants’ responsibilities
Orchestra Hall: 

If you have been asked to be a recital leader or assistant please arrive at the graduation 
site in enough time to pick up your registration packet. Recommended arrival times are 
60Ð90 minutes in advance for recital leaders and 45Ð60 minutes in advance for assistants.  
Your schedule and map of the facility will be enclosed. Some of the rehearsal sites are one 
block away from Orchestra Hall, so please be prepared to walk.

College of St. Catherine:

If you have been assigned a duty for the piano recitals arrive at the graduation site in 
enough time to pick up your registration packet. Your schedule will be enclosed.

Comment Forms

The Tape/CD Coordinators distribute the tapes/CDs among the Suzuki Association of 
Minnesota teachers who are participating in the SAM Statewide Graduation Recitals. 

SAM teachers listen to and comment on each performance writing constructive, positive 
comments on forms provided for the students and their parents to read.

The comment forms are mailed to each SAM teacher when the Tapes/CDs are mailed. 

The completed comment forms and tapes/CDs are returned to teachers on graduation day. 

Suggestions for listening and writing comments:

¥ Listen to the recordings as soon as you receive them.

¥ If there are any errors such as omissions, wrong labeling, misspellings, etc. 
Inform your Tape/CD Coordinator of the discrepancy immediately.

¥ Have the recording graduation pieces in front of you so that when you are 
listening and writing comments you are reminded of each requirement.

¥ Use one form per level.
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After Graduation

Teacher responsibilities
¥ Sign and distribute certificates to each of your participating students 

at a later date, preferably during a special studio event.

¥ Return tapes/CDs and comment forms to the students.

¥ Present trophies to students who were not able to receive them at the recitals.

Postmarked by: Send to :

! Current SAM and/or SAA membership 
registration form and fee

1/01/08 SAM P.O. Box 
(See page 20)

! Teacher Registration form 1/19/08 Paul Leutgeb

! Copy #1 of  Student Registration Summary 1/19/08 Paul Leutgeb

! ONE check payable to SAM 1/19/08 Paul Leutgeb

! Upper Level Graduate video along with 
Upper Level Graduate Registration form

1/19/08 Paul Leutgeb

! Graduation Tape/CD. Include Copy #2 of 
Student Registration Summary form

1/31/07 Tape/CDs Coordinators 
(see cover)

CHECK LIST

Graduation Day (Students)

Student and parent responsibilities

Orchestra Hall recitals:
¥ Arrive 1/2 hour prior to your rehearsal.

¥ Pick up your registration packet in the lobby.

¥ Wear your name tag.

¥ Plan on a 2 - 3 hour commitment. There is a 45-minute rehearsal 
followed by a break and the Graduation Recital. Exact rehearsal times 
and recital times will be sent to teachers prior to the event.

¥ Dress appropriately for a concert or a special occasion.

¥ Following your recital your teacher will present you with 
a trophy for each of your graduation levels.

For College of St. Catherine’s piano recitals:
¥ Arrive 1/2 hour prior to your recital.

¥ Pick up your registration packet in the lobby. It will 
tell you where your recital is located.
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TEACHER REGISTRATION FORM

2008 Statewide Graduation Recitals

Postmark Deadline 
Registration and fee: 1/19/08

Upper Level videos: 1/19/08
Tapes or CDs 1/31/08

This form must be included with Student Registration Summary

• Attach to Student Registration Summary 
form

• Paper clip ONE check payable to SAM for 
all your students’ fees

Please mail this completed form to:
Suzuki Association of Minnesota 

c/o Paul Leutgeb 
2536 Burnham Rd.

 Minneapolis, MN 55416

TEACHER INFORMATION

Name  _______________________________________

Address  _______________________________________

  _______________________________________

Telephone  _______________________________________
  (Area Code) Number

E-mail  _______________________________________

Students graduating from the following instruments:

 !  Flute !  Violin !  Piano

 !  Recorder !  Viola

 !  Harp !  Cello

 !  Guitar !  Bass

!  What graduation levels are you comfortable listening to?

  _______________________________________

!  SAA member ID Number: _________________________
! SAM member
!  Not a member of SAA and/or SAM but sending member-

ship registration to appropriate office
 (Teachers must be members of SAM in order for their 
 students to be eligible to participate)

Attending graduation? 
! YES  
!  NO  - If not attending, please make arrangements for a 

substitute to attend in your place. This can be another 
teacher or a parent. The substitute will hand out your tro-
phies (Orchestra Hall only) and pick up all studio items at 
the end of the graduation recitals.

Name of substitute   ________________________________

Telephone  _______________________________________
  (Area Code) Number

E-mail  _______________________________________

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION

Orchestra Hall

I volunteer for the following activities:

 
!  Stuff envelopes from 3 pm to 6 pm 

on Sat. 2/23/08 at
 Kamini LaRusso’s home:
 3649 36th Ave. S.
 Minneapolis, MN  55406

!  Recital Leader

 Instrument __________ Level ___________

!  Proof trophies and pack for delivery
 (Call or email Paula Anderson for schedule).

!  Work in the lobby at registration tables

 ! 8 am - 10 am ! 10 am - 12 pm

 !  12 pm - 2 pm

College of St. Catherine

I volunteer for the following activities:

!  Proof trophies and pack for delivery
 (Call or email Paula Anderson for schedule).

!  Work in the lobby at registration tables
 Time available  _________________

!  Work in other positions needed for piano 
recitals

 Time available  _________________
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Composer Title Movement (Tempo) Duration

2008 Statewide Graduation

UPPER LEVEL VIDEO REGISTRATION FORM
(All instruments except Piano)

Postmark Deadline 
Registration and fee: 1/19/07

Upper Level videos/DVD: 1/19/07

• Make multiple copies.
• Distribute to parents to fill out.
• Compile information of all students in 

“Student Registration Summary”

Please mail to: 
 Suzuki Association of Minnesota
 c/o Paul Leutgeb
 2536 Burnham Rd.
 Minneapolis, MN 55416

GRADUATION RECITAL REGISTRATION

 Please complete a separate form if the same student 
is graduating from an additional instrument

1) Check the instrument from which you are graduating

 !  Flute !  Violin

 !  Recorder !  Viola

 !  Harp !  Cello

 !  Guitar !  Bass

2) Check the level from which you are graduating

 !  Twinkle Level  

 !  Level 1 !  Level 5 !  Level 9 

 !  Level 2 !  Level 6 !  Level 10 

 !  Level 3 !  Level 7 

 ! Level 4 !  Level 8 

3) Solo Piece information (please fill out below) 
Violin levels 9 and 10 (see Violin guideline 2), or 
Cello levels 7 and above (see Cello guideline 2), or

 Guitar level 8 (see Guitar guideline 2) 

4) Would you like to be considered as a Soloist at the 
Graduation Recital?  !  Yes !  No

RECITAL INFORMATION

DATE: Saturday, March 8, 2008

APPROXIMATE TIME: (In order of performance)
8 am to 12 pm — Harp, Flute, Recorder, Guitar
12 pm to 4 pm — Viola, Cello, Bass and Violin

LOCATION: 
Orchestra Hall
1111 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN

GRADUATION FEES

Registration for one instrument and one level is $30.
 Registration for each additional level is $10.
 (Please make payments to your teacher)

 First Graduation Level . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30

 Number of additional levels ___ x 10 =  $ _________

  TOTAL $ _________

TEACHER: This form must be included with your soloists Video or DVD

STUDENT INFORMATION

Student First Name _________________________________

Student Last Name _________________________________

Student Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy)  ____________________

Parent / Guardian Name _____________________________

Address  _______________________________________

  _______________________________________

Telephone  _______________________________________
   (Area Code) Number

Teacher Name _____________________________________  

! I am a member of SAM. 

 (Student’s teacher must be a member of SAM in order to participate)

Teacher Signature __________________________________

Parent Signature ___________________________________
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Postmarked Deadline 
Registration and fee: 1/19/08

Soloist videos: 1/19/08
Tapes or CDs 1/31/08

GRADUATION RECITAL REGISTRATION

1) Check the Book from which you are graduating

 !  Book 1 !  Book 5

 !  Book 2 !  Book 6

 !  Book 3 !  Book 7

 !  Book 4 

2) Write the name of the piece within the Suzuki repertoire 
that you will be playing at the graduation recital.

a) If graduating from Books 1, 2, or 3, you only have the 
Suzuki repertoire option

b) Graduates from Book 4 and beyond have the option 
of playing either a Suzuki piece or another choice of 
comparable level. Go to step 3.

RECITAL INFORMATION

DATE: Saturday, March 15, 2008

RECITAL TIMES:
Between 9:30 am and 6:00 pm

LOCATION: 
Recital Hall or Jean d’Arc Auditorium
The College of St. Catherine
2004 Randolph Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55105

Book  Piece 
#

Piece Title Movement Repeating  
Exposition?

!  Yes   !  No

Only one sonata movement may be played for the graduation recital.

3) Optional:
 For graduates of Book 4 and beyond playing a piece outside the Suzuki repertoire, fill out below:

GRADUATION FEES

Registration for one instrument and one level is $30.
 Registration for each additional level is $10.
 (Please make payments to your teacher)

 First Graduation Level . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30

 Number of additional levels ___ x 10 =  $ _________

  TOTAL $ _________

• Make multiple copies.
• Distribute to parents to fill out.
• Compile information of all students in 

“Student Registration Summary”

Please mail to: 
 Suzuki Association of Minnesota
 c/o Paul Leutgeb
 2536 Burnham Rd.
 Minneapolis, MN 55416

2008 Statewide Graduation

UPPER LEVEL VIDEO REGISTRATION FORM
Piano Students Books 6 and 7

Composer Title Movement (T empo) Duration Repeating  
Exposition?

!  Yes   !  No

TEACHER: This form must be included with your soloists VHS Video or DVD

STUDENT INFORMATION

Student First Name _________________________________

Student Last Name _________________________________

Student Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy)  ____________________

Parent / Guardian Name _____________________________

Address  _______________________________________

  _______________________________________

Telephone  _______________________________________
   (Area Code) Number

Teacher Name _____________________________________  
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Piano Graduates
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2008 Statewide Graduation Recitals

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
AND GUIDELINES

SOLOIST GRADUATION GUIDELINES (UPPER LEVEL GRADUATION)

Strings and winds:
1. A VHS video tape or DVD with piano accompaniment must be submitted to the chairman (no audio or 

8mm recordings will be accepted). The performances will be evaluated by the Graduation Committee.
2. The camera should be set from the audience point of view so that both hands of the soloist can be seen 

as well as the accompanist.
3. The accompanist must not overpower the soloist in order for the tape to be accepted.
4. Due to time constraints and performance quality, not all soloists may be asked to perform. In the event 

that there are more qualiÞed soloists than time permits a special soloist recital may be arranged.
5. The soloist must exhibit the following in order for the Graduation Committee to accept the video tape 

for performance on the Graduation Recitals:
¥ Appropriate tempo
¥ Good intonation
¥ Clean articulation
¥ Beautiful tone
¥ Dynamic contrast
¥ Sense of style and musicality appropriate to the piece
¥ Ease of performance

6. It may be possible for a student to fulÞll graduation requirements, but not be accepted to perform on the 
Graduation Recitals.

Piano Book 6 and 7:

1. A VHS video tape or DVD of the graduation piece must be a live performance at a recital. It must be 
submitted to the chairman (no audio or 8mm recordings will be accepted). The performances will 
be evaluated by the Graduation Committee. If a different piece is to be performed in the graduation 
recital it must also be video recorded at a recital and included in the video tape or DVD along with the 
graduation piece. 

2. The camera should be set from the audience point of view so that both hands of the pianist can be seen.
3. Due to time constraints and performance quality, not all piano graduates in Books 6 and 7 may be 

scheduled to perform. It is still possible for the piano student to fulÞll the graduation requirements. 
4. The piano graduate must exhibit the following in order for the Graduation Committee to accept the 

video tape for performance on the Graduation Recitals:
¥ Appropriate tempo
¥ Clean articulation
¥ Beautiful tone
¥ Dynamic contrast
¥ Sense of style and musicality appropriate to the piece
¥ Ease of performance
¥ Good balance between left and right hands
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HARP GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
In order to graduate from: You must have studied the following: The graduation piece for this level is:

Twinkle Level F.X. Chwatal, Little Playmates S. Suzuki, Twinkle Theme and Variations

Level 1 M.K. Waddington, Gigue F.X. Chwatal, Little Playmates

Level 2 J.S. Bach, Minuet 1 M.K. Waddington, Gigue

Level 3 V.V. Rogers, Petite Etude Minuet 1  J.S. Bach,  (Bk. 2)

Level 4 Clementi, Sonatina, Movement 2 Petite Etude by V. V. Rogers (Bk. 2) 

Level 5 A. Challen, Promenade a Marly Clementi, Sonatina, Movement 2

Level 6 J.M. Damase, Adagietto A. Challen, Promenade a Marly

Level 7 C.Debussy, Maid with the Flaxen Hair J.M. Damase, Adagietto 

Level 8 G.F. Handel, Concerto in B-flat Major C.Debussy, Maid with the Flaxen Hair

Guideline
Students will make a cassette tape or CD of the graduation piece(s) for the level(s) from which they are graduating as 
well as all previous graduation pieces down through Twinkle. All graduation pieces will be performed play-in style at the 
Graduation Recitals. 

Students are expected to polish their previous pieces thoroughly for this concert.

FLUTE GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
In order to graduate from: You must have studied the following: The graduation piece for this level is:

Twinkle Level Minuet #14 in G Major S. Suzuki, Twinkle Theme and Variations

Level 1 Genin, Allegretto G.F. Handel, BourrŽe

Level 2 Woodall, Serenade  F. Mendelssohn, On Wings of Song  

Level 3 G.F. Handel, Allegro  G. Bizet, Minuet  

Level 4 T. Boehm, Swiss Air Variations (all mvts.) M. Blavet, Sonata No. 2, Finale  

Level 5  J.S. Bach, Suite No. 2 in B minor (all mvts.) T. Boehm, Swiss Air Variations (one mvt.)

Level 6 F. Doppler, Hungarian Pastorale Fantasy Op. 
26 (all mvts.)  

J.S. Bach, Suite in B minor No. 2, Overture   

Level 7 Quantz, Concerto in G major (all mvts.)  F. Doppler, Hungarian Pastorale Fantasy Op. 
26 (one mvt.)  

Guideline
Students will make a cassette tape or CD, without accompaniment, of the graduation piece(s) for the level(s) from which 
they are graduating. All graduation pieces will be performed play-in style at the Graduation Recitals.

Students are expected to polish their previous pieces thoroughly for this concert.
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GUITAR GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
In order to graduate from: You must have studied the following: The graduation piece for this level is:

Twinkle Level S. Suzuki, Perpetual Motion S. Suzuki, Twinkle Theme and Variations

Level 1 F. Longay, Meadow Minuet  S. Suzuki, Perpetual Motion

Level 2 B. Calatayud, Waltz (No. 1)  F. Longay, Meadow Minuet  

Level 3 J. Kuffner, Arietta Theme & Variations B. Calatayud, Waltz (No.1)  

Level 4 L. Mozart. BourrŽe J. Kuffner, Arietta Theme & Variations

Level 5 J.S. Bach, Gavottes I & II L. Mozart. BourrŽe

Level 6 F. Sor, Rondo Op. 22, #4  J.S. Bach, Gavottes I & II

Level 7 Middle to end of Bk. 7 F. Sor, Rondo Op. 22, #4  

Level 8 TeacherÕs discretion Any piece at this level

Guideline 1.
Students will make a cassette tape or CD, without accompaniment, of the graduation piece(s) for the level(s) from which 
they are graduating as well as the previous two levels.

Guideline 2. 
Students graduating from Level 8 will also record a piece of choice to be performed solo at the graduation recital and they 
should record the piece on a Video/DVD.

Students graduating from Level 8 will be evaluated to play a solo at the graduation recital. 

Beginning with Level 7 the concert will be play-in style. 

Students are expected to polish their previous pieces thoroughly for this concert.

RECORDER GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
In order to 
graduate from:

You must have studied the following: The graduation piece for this level is:

Level 1A W.A. Mozart, Come Lovely May S. Suzuki/Takahashi, Twinkle Theme and Variations

Level 1B G.F. Handel, BourrŽe from the Royal Water Music 
Suites  

W.A. Mozart, Come Lovely May

Level 2A C. Dieupart, Menuet from Suite #4  G.F. Handel, BourrŽe from the Royal Water Music 
Suites 

Level 2B G.F. Handel, Sonata in F major - Siciliana/Allegro 
(Giga)  

C. Dieupart, Menuet from Suite #4  

Level 3A F. Couperin, Air  G.F. Handel, Sonata in F major - Siciliana/Allegro 
(Giga) 

Level 3B H. Purcell, Chaconne  F. Couperin, Air  

Level 4 J.S. Bach, BourrŽe 1 & 2  J. Schickhardt, Sonata in C major - Giga 

Level 5 J. Hotteterre, Suite J.S. Bach, Suite in D minor (transposed) - Rondeau  

Level 6 J.S. Bach, Sonata in F major  Frescobaldi, Canzona or J. Hotteterre, Suite    

Guideline
Students will make a cassette tape or CD, without accompaniment, of the graduation piece(s) for the level(s) from which 
they are graduating. All graduation pieces will be performed play-in style at the Graduation Recitals.

Students are expected to polish their previous pieces thoroughly for this concert.
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VIOLIN GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
In order to 
graduate from:

You must have studied the following: The graduation piece for this level is:

Twinkle Level F.J. Gossec, Gavotte S. Suzuki, Twinkle Theme and Variations

Level 1 Early Book 3 F.J. Gossec, Gavotte

Level 2 Late Book 3/Early Book 4 A. Thomas, Gavotte from ÒMignonÓ 

Level 3 Late Book 4/Early Book 5 J.S. Bach, BourrŽe 

Level 4 Late Book 5/Early Book 6 A. Vivaldi, Concerto in A minor, 1st mvt.

Level 5 Late Book 6/Early Book 7 A. Vivaldi, Concerto in G minor, 1st mvt. 

Level 6 Late Book 7 A. Corelli, La Folia  

Level 7 To graduate from Level 7 you must 
have studied the following: 
Book 8 F. Veracini, Sonata

 J.S. Bach, Concerto in a minor, all mvts.

All movements of the Concerto in a minor will be recorded on the cassette 
tape. At the Graduation Recitals only the 1st movement will be performed.

Level 8 To graduate from Level 8, students must 
have studied 3 of the following pieces 
or equivalent: 
J. Accolay, Concerto in A minor 
W. Ten Have, Allegro Brillante 
J. Massenet, Meditation from ÔThaisÕ 
W.A. Mozart-F. Kreisler, Rondo 
W.A. Mozart, Adagio in E Major,  K261 
W.A. Mozart, Rondo in C Major, K373 
N. Paganini, Sonata #3 and/or #4

F. Veracini, Sonata, all mvts. 

All movements of the Sonata will be recorded on the cassette tape. At the 
Graduation Recitals only the 1st and 2nd movements will be performed. 

Level 9 To graduate from Level 9, students 
must have studied 2 of the following 
pieces or equivalent: 
C. De Beriot, Scene de Ballet 
F.J. Haydn, Concerto in G Major, all 
P. Rode, Concerto #7, all 
C. Sinding, Suite in A minor 
B. Smetana, Aus Der Heimat  
H. Wieniawski, Legende

Suggested pieces: 
J.S. Bach, Concerto in E Major, all mvts. 
B. Bartok, Romanian Folk Dances 
C. De Beriot, Concerto #7 
C. De Beriot, Concerto #9 
D. Kabalevsky, Concerto in C Major, all 
F. Kreisler, Praeludium and Allegro 
W.A.Mozart Concerto  #3, all  
P. Nardini Concerto in E minor, all 
T.A. Vitali, Chaconne

Level 10 To graduate from Level 10, students 
must have studied a number of 
pieces from the above lists and other 
pieces at the teacherÕs discretion.

Suggested pieces at this level: 
J.S. Bach, Concerto in E major 
F.J. Haydn, Concerto in C major 
D. Kabalevsky, Concerto in C major   
M. Bruch, Concerto in G minor 
W.A. Mozart,, Concerto in A major 
W.A. Mozart,, Concerto in D major

All movements and cadenzas will be recorded on the Video/DVD. At the 
Graduation Recital only one movement will be performed. If the move-
ment includes a cadenza it must also be included.  
See Guideline 2.

(See Guidelines on the next page)
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VIOLA GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
In order to graduate from: You must have studied the following: The graduation piece for this level is:

Twinkle Level F.J. Gossec, Gavotte (Bk. 1) S. Suzuki, Twinkle Theme and Variations

Level 1 Early Book 3 F.J. Gossec, Gavotte

Level 2 J. S. Bach, Gavotte (from Orchestral 
Suite No. 3)  

A. Thomas, Gavotte from ÒMignonÓ 

Level 3 Late Book 4/Early Book 5  J.S. Bach, BourrŽe 

Level 4 Late Book 5/Early Book 6 G.P. Telemann, Concerto in G major, 2nd. mvt.

Level 5 Late Book 6  J.C. Bach-Casadesus, Concerto in C minor, 1st mvt.

Level 6 Beyond Book 6 G.F. Handel, Concerto, 1st mvt.

Guideline
Students will make a cassette tape or CD, without accompaniment, of the graduation piece(s) for the level(s) from which 
they are graduating. All graduation pieces will be performed play-in style at the Graduation Recitals. 

Students are expected to polish their previous pieces thoroughly for this concert.

VIOLIN GRADUATION GUIDELINES

Guideline 1.
Students will make a cassette tape or CD, without accompaniment, of the graduation piece(s) for the level(s) from which 
they are graduating.  All graduation pieces will be performed play-in style at the Graduation Recitals.  Students are 
expected to polish their previous pieces thoroughly for this concert.

Guideline 2.
Considering that it takes a high level of musical and technical ability to play Mozart well, it is considered advantageous to 
study other repertoire before books 9 and 10.  As is consistent with the other levels, students should not be graduating from 
the piece they are currently studying.  Upper Level graduates (levels 9, 10 with a piece that could be considered a solo) 
may or may not be asked to perform as a soloist due to recital variety, performance quality, and stage time constraints.  A 
video tape on DVD or VCR tape with piano accompaniment is required for people who wish to be considered for solo per-
formance. (NO 8 millimeter , no strange formats). A CD or audio cassette tape is sufficient for those wishing to graduate but 
not perform solos at the upper levels.  If the chosen movement contains a cadenza, the cadenza must be recorded.  If there 
are questions regarding Upper Level graduation, please send an e-mail to SuzukiGraduation@yahoo.com
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CELLO GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
In order to graduate from: You must have studied the following: The graduation piece for this level is:

Twinkle Level Rigadoon (Bk 1) S. Suzuki, Twinkle Theme and Variations

Level 1 Middle to end of Book 2 J.S. Bach, Minuet 2, (all repeats)

Level 2 Middle to end of Book 3 G.F. Handel,, BourrŽe  

Level 3 Middle to end of Book 4 G. Marie, La Cinquantaine. The concert will follo w the 
edition printed in Suzuki Book 3. All the printed notes 
will be played without repeats plus the complete D.C. 
to the Fine. There will be no repeats and no cuts. 

Level 4 Middle to end of Book 5 J.B. Breval, Sonata in C, 1st mvt. (no repeats)

Level 5 Middle to end of Book 6 W.H. Squire, Danse Rustique

Level 6 Middle to end of Book 7 C. Saint Saens, The Swan

Level 7 Middle to end of Book 8 Any piece at this level, to be performed solo at the 
graduation recital; D. Popper, Gavotte is suggested.

Level 8 One major concerto or equivalent Any piece at this level, to be performed solo at the 
graduation recital; G. Faure,  Elegie is suggested.

Level 9 Two major concertos or equivalent Any piece at this level to be performed solo at the 
graduation recital; a movement of F.J. Haydn, Concerto 
in C major is suggested.

Level 10 TeacherÕs discretion Any piece at this level to be performed solo at the 
graduation recital; a movement of L. Boccherini/
Grutzmacher Concerto in B-flat major  is suggested.

Guideline 1.
Students graduating from Twinkle through Level 6 make a cassette tape or CD, without accompaniment, of the graduation 
piece(s) for the level(s) from which they are graduating. 

Guideline 2.
Students graduating from Levels 7-10 make a video of a piece of choice with piano accompaniment, to be performed solo 
at the graduation recital.  These videos are submitted 2 weeks prior to the deadline date for the tapes and CD’s ( for the 
twinkle through book 6 levels), so that an audition committee can evaluate the videos. If there are questions regarding 
Upper Level graduation, please send an e-mail to SuzukiGraduation@yahoo.com

Guideline 3.
For the graduation day group concert, students are expected to thoroughly review and polish all graduation pieces that they 
know from Level 6 (the Swan) back through Twinkle.

BASS GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
In order to graduate from: You must have studied the following: The graduation piece for this level is:

Twinkle Level Go Tell Aunt Rhody Twinkle Theme and Variations

Level 1 French Folk Song Go Tell Aunt Rhody

Level 2 Long, Long Ago French Folk Song 

Guideline
Students make a cassette tape or CD, without accompaniment, of the graduation piece(s) for the level(s) from which they 
are graduating. All graduation pieces will be performed play-in style at the Graduation Recitals.

Students are expected to polish their previous pieces thoroughly for this concert.
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PIANO GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
In order to graduate from: You must have studied the following: The graduation piece for this level is:

Book 1 F. Schumann, Happy Farmer  S. Suzuki, Allegro 

Book 2 M. Clementi, Sonatina Op. 36, No. 1, 
3rd mvt. 

J.S. Bach, Minuet 2

Book 3 W.A. Mozart , Minuet 3 from 8 Minuets 
with Trio 

M. Clementi, Sonatina Op. 36, #3, 
Spiritoso

Book 4 F. Burgmuller, Limpid Stream Gigue by J.S. Bach 

Book 5 TeacherÕs Discretion F.J. Haydn , Sonata, Hob.XVI/35, 
Allegro con brio

Book 6 TeacherÕs discretion W.A. Mozart, Sonata, K. 330, Allegro 
moderato 

Book 7 TeacherÕs discretion I. Paderewsky, Minuet 

Guideline 1. 

Students will make a cassette tape or CD to include the graduation piece(s) for the book(s) from which they are graduating. 
Students graduating from Books 1 to 3 must perform a piece within the Suzuki books for the Graduation Recital, either their 
graduation piece or a different piece at the teacherÕs discretion. For students graduating from Books 4 to 7, the teacher may 
choose a piece outside of the Suzuki repertoire. This piece should be representative of the skill level of the graduating book. 
Pianists will perform only one piece at the Graduation Recitals. 

 

Guideline 2. 

The teacher helps the student prepare for SAMÕs Graduation Recitals by making sure the studentÕs graduation piece or piece 
of the teacherÕs choice exhibit all of the follo wing in order to bring the music to a high musical level: 

¥ Appropriate tempo
¥ Clean articulation
¥ Beautiful tone
¥ Dynamic contrast
¥ Sense of style and musicality appropriate to the piece
¥ Ease of performance
¥ Good balance between left and right hands

Guideline 3. 

The student has had experience playing the selected recital piece on at least one previous occasion before an audience.

GRADUATION RECITAL SPECIAL NOTE:

Due to time constraints it is recommended to abstain from repeating in the sonata form movements. 

Teachers may choose to repeat the exposition. Time the performance and write its duration in the registration summary 
form and check the box for repeating the exposition. 



Name Last Name

Address City State Zip

Home Phone Work Phone

Fax Email

SAA Membership Number We are now a chapter affiliate of SAA. It is required that all active 
members of SAM be members of SAA.

Primary Teaching Instrument Other Teaching Instruments

Name of Your Program (if applicable)
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Paul Leutgeb, SAM Graduation Committee Chair

2536 Burnham Rd.

Minneapolis, MN 55416
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